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§160.50

percent of its assets, subject to the fol-
lowing conditions:

(a) For any investment made under
the Foreign Assistance Act, the loan
agreement shall specify what con-
stitutes an event of default, and pro-
vide that upon default in payment of
principal or interest under such agree-
ment, the entire amount of out-
standing indebtedness thereunder shall
become immediately due and payable,
at the lender’s option. Additionally,
the contract of guarantee shall cover
100% of any loss of investment there-
under, except for any portion of the
loan arising out of fraud or misrepre-
sentation for which the party seeking
payment is responsible, and provide
that the guarantor shall pay for any
such loss in U.S. dollars within a speci-
fied reasonable time after the date of
application for payment.

(b) To make any investments in the
share capital and capital reserve of the
Inter-American Savings and Loan
Bank, a Federal savings association
must be adequately capitalized and
have adequate allowances for loan and
lease losses. The Federal savings asso-
ciation’s aggregate investment in such
capital or capital reserve, including
the amount of any obligations under-
taken to provide said Bank with re-
serve capital in the future (call-able
capital), must not, as a result of such
investment, exceed the lesser of one-
quarter of 1% of its assets or $100,000.

§160.50 Letters of credit and other
independent undertakings—author-
ity.

A Federal savings association may
issue letters of credit and may issue
such other independent undertakings
as are approved by the OCC, subject to
the restrictions in §160.120.

§160.60 Suretyship and guaranty.

Pursuant to section 5(b)(2) of the
HOLA, a Federal savings association
may enter into a repayable suretyship
or guaranty agreement, subject to the
conditions in this section.

(a) What is a suretyship or guaranty
agreement? Under a suretyship, a Fed-
eral savings association is bound with
its principal to pay or perform an obli-
gation to a third person. Under a guar-
anty agreement, a Federal savings as-
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sociation agrees to satisfy the obliga-
tion of the principal only if the prin-
cipal fails to pay or perform.

(b) What requirements apply to
suretyship and guaranty agreements
under this section? A Federal savings as-
sociation may enter into a suretyship
or guaranty agreement under this sec-
tion, subject to each of the following
requirements:

(1) The Federal savings association
must limit its obligations under the
agreement to a fixed dollar amount and
a specified duration.

(2) The Federal savings association’s
performance under the agreement must
create an authorized loan or other in-
vestment.

(3) The Federal savings association
must treat its obligation under the
agreement as a loan to the principal
for purposes of 12 CFR part 32 and
§163.43 of this chapter.

(4) The Federal savings association
must take and maintain a perfected se-
curity interest in collateral sufficient
to cover its total obligation under the
agreement.

(c) What collateral is sufficient? (1) The
Federal savings association must take
and maintain a perfected security in-
terest in real estate or marketable se-
curities equal to at least 110 percent of
its obligation under the agreement, ex-
cept as provided in paragraph (c)(2) of
this section.

(i) If the collateral is real estate, the
Federal savings association must es-
tablish the value by a signed appraisal
or evaluation in accordance with part
164 of this chapter. In determining the
value of the collateral, the Federal sav-
ings association must factor in the
value of any existing senior mortgages,
liens or other encumbrances on the
property, except those held by the prin-
cipal to the suretyship or guaranty
agreement.

(ii) If the collateral is marketable se-
curities, the Federal savings associa-
tion must be authorized to invest in
that security taken as collateral. The
Federal savings association must en-
sure that the value of the security is
110 percent of the obligation at all
times during the term of agreement.

(2) The Federal savings association
may take and maintain a perfected se-
curity interest in collateral which is at
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all times equal to at least 100 percent
of its obligation, if the collateral is:

(i) Cash;

(ii) Obligations of the United States
or its agencies;

(iii) Obligations fully guarantied by
the United States or its agencies as to
principal and interest; or

(iv) Notes, drafts, or bills of exchange
or bankers’ acceptances that are eligi-
ble for rediscount or purchase by a
Federal Reserve Bank.

[76 FR 49030, Aug. 9, 2011, as amended at 77
FR 37283, June 21, 2012]

§160.100 Real estate lending stand-
ards; purpose and scope.

This section, and §160.101 of this sub-
part, issued pursuant to section 304 of
the Federal Deposit Insurance Corpora-
tion Improvement Act of 1991, 12 U.S.C.
1828(0), prescribe standards for real es-
tate lending to be used by Federal sav-
ings associations and all their includ-
able subsidiaries, as defined in 12 CFR
167.1, over which the savings associa-
tions exercise control, in adopting in-
ternal real estate lending policies.

§160.101 Real estate lending stand-
ards.

(a) Bach Federal savings association
shall adopt and maintain written poli-
cies that establish appropriate limits
and standards for extensions of credit
that are secured by liens on or inter-
ests in real estate, or that are made for
the purpose of financing permanent im-
provements to real estate.

(b)(1) Real estate lending policies
adopted pursuant to this section must:

(i) Be consistent with safe and sound
banking practices;

(ii) Be appropriate to the size of the
institution and the nature and scope of
its operations; and

(iii) Be reviewed and approved by the
savings association’s board of directors
at least annually.

(2) The lending policies must estab-
lish:

(i) Loan portfolio
standards;

(ii) Prudent underwriting standards,
including loan-to-value limits, that are
clear and measurable;

(iii) Loan administration procedures
for the savings association’s real estate
portfolio; and
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(iv) Documentation, approval, and re-
porting requirements to monitor com-
pliance with the savings association’s
real estate lending policies.

(c) Bach Federal savings association
must monitor conditions in the real es-
tate market in its lending area to en-
sure that its real estate lending poli-
cies continue to be appropriate for cur-
rent market conditions.

(d) The real estate lending policies
adopted pursuant to this section should
reflect consideration of the Inter-
agency Guidelines for Real Estate
Lending Policies established by the
Federal bank and thrift supervisory
agencies.

APPENDIX TO §160.101—INTERAGENCY GUIDE-
LINES FOR REAL ESTATE LENDING POLICIES

The agencies’ regulations require that each
insured depository institution adopt and
maintain a written policy that establishes
appropriate limits and standards for all ex-
tensions of credit that are secured by liens
on or interests in real estate or made for the
purpose of financing the construction of a
building or other improvements.! These
guidelines are intended to assist institutions
in the formulation and maintenance of a real
estate lending policy that is appropriate to
the size of the institution and the nature and
scope of its individual operations, as well as
satisfies the requirements of the regulation.

Each institution’s policies must be com-
prehensive, and consistent with safe and
sound lending practices, and must ensure
that the institution operates within limits
and according to standards that are reviewed
and approved at least annually by the board
of directors. Real estate lending is an inte-
gral part of many institutions’ business
plans and, when undertaken in a prudent
manner, will not be subject to examiner crit-
icism.

Loan Portfolio Management Considerations

The lending policy should contain a gen-
eral outline of the scope and distribution of
the institution’s credit facilities and the
manner in which real estate loans are made,
serviced, and collected. In particular, the in-
stitution’s policies on real estate lending
should:

e Identify the geographic areas in which
the institution will consider lending.

e HEstablish a loan portfolio diversification
policy and set limits for real estate loans by

1The agencies have adopted a uniform rule

on real estate lending. See 12 CFR part 365
(FDIC); 12 CFR part 208, subpart C (Board); 12
CFR part 34, subpart D and 12 CFR 160.100—
160.101 (OCC).
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